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Spring is just around the corner (thank goodness). It’s a time full of 

growth and positivity, not just in nature but in our learning rooms 

as well as we see our learners develop in confidence and skill. 

The real benefit of private tuition is that it is completely tailored to 

each individual’s needs. We take the time to understand how each 

person learns best and adapt our teaching styles to suit. This 

applies to every subject but especially maths. 

Read Alison’s blog about the two ways of teaching maths - the rule 

or the full picture - to find out more. You can find all of our newslet-

ters and blogs on our website...www.creativeinlearning.co.uk

Please note that due to rising costs,  tuition will increase to £18 per hour(small groups)

and £25 (one to one) from May 2019 for primary and years 7, 8 and 9.

Creative in Mold is now in its 5th year and this is the first price

increase there has been. 

L AT E S T  F E E D B A C K

“I recently attended Joe’s parents evening 

and I've been told that Joe has made excellent 

progress in all subjects. I believe that this is 

due to him attending Creative. Since the 

beginning of September, Joe is a 

different boy. I'd have him here 

every day if I could! ”

Sign   up   for   our   online   newsletter...

Name

I would like to sign up for email newsletter updates from Creative in Learning. (Please tick)

Email

Price increase

spring into action
Keep your thoughts positive, 

because your thoughts become 

your words. 

Keep your words positive, 

because your words become 

your behaviour. 

Keep your behavior positive, 

because your behavior become 

your habits. 

Keep your habits positive, 

because your habits become 

your values.

Gandhi

Please make use of the testimonial boxes in all centres to let us know 

how we can improve or what you feel we are doing well. Thank you 
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A few years ago, I read a fantastic book called The 

Elephant in the Classroom – Helping Children to Learn 

Maths by Jo Boaler. It is no understatement to say that it 

transformed my thoughts about the way we teach 

maths.

I don’t think I am alone when I say,”I’m not very good at 

maths.” In fact, I know that many of us suffer a crisis of 

confidence when it comes to this subject. My husband 

seems to share the same feelings and yet we have two 

children who have excelled in maths and gone on to 

have successful careers within the industry. We 

couldn’t have been all that bad, then?

After reading the book, I believe it is down to the 

teaching of the maths. My husband and I went to the 

same school, with the same maths teachers. We were 

taught in the same way and maths didn’t make sense to 

either of us!

Jo Boaler believes that all pupils are born with an ability 

to do maths but that it is drummed out of us. She 

beilieves that there are basically two ways of teaching 

maths to children.

Some children just need to be able to ‘do it’ – be given 

the rule and let them get on with it – a minimalist view. 

Whilst other children need the explanation of why it’s 

like that – the full picture.

Let me explain further. If we look at dividing fractions:

Leave the first fraction alone

Turn the division sign into a multiplication sign

Turn the second fraction over

Multiply the numerators together

Multiply the denominators together

Now some would be happy with this and probably 

remember it after a few times of doing it. On the other 

hand, my mind is screaming, why? I would be the type of 

learner that would forget at least one of the important 

steps because it would make no sense. I would need to 

know the reasons why and understand it rather than 

just remember it.

In Creative in Learning, our tutors are taught both 

methods of teaching maths. We adjust our teaching to 

correspond to the way in which the pupil learns.

There is a place for rote learning and although Jo 

Boaler strongly disagrees with learning tables, we do 

feel that the knowledge can  strengthen a child’s 

confidence. As a child who was never taught times 

tables in school, I do feel that it has been a disservice to 

me. So we have agreed to teach times tables, but we 

insist it is done in a non threatening way, so will often 

use games and Squeebles (iPad app) to reinforce 

multiplication bonds.

two ways of teaching and learning maths

Latest from the Creative in Learning blog

Maths  puzzle
of  the   month
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Paulo makes a sequence of numbers

He chooses a starting number and then subtracts equal amounts each time.

The third number in his sequence is 45.

The tenth number is -32

45 -32

What is the first number in the sequence?

Alison


